Contents

Acknowledgements 6
Introduction 7

Part I The framework of conservation

1 Preserving the past: the historical background 9
2 The current legal position 19
3 Buildings at risk 33
4 Financial aid 55
Part II Rescuing an old house
5 The first stages 65
6 Repairs: the basic principles 71
7 Roofs 77
8 Walls 105
9 Floors and ceilings 144
10  Interior features 151
11  Alterations: general principles 161
12 Improving the accommodation 169
13 Services 181
14  Conversions 188
Part II some case histories 197
Epilogue: The Barcheter Inquiry 227
Appendix 1: Fire Precautions for thatched properties 239
Appendix 2: List of useful organisations 242
Appendix 3: Glossary 246
Bibliography 251

Index 254




